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MOUNTAINEER SIR CHRIS BONINGTON, WHO IS 
80 ON WEDNESDAY, IS THE CHANCELLOR OF 
LANCASTER UNIVERSITY. HERE ARE OTHER 
UNIVERSITY CHANCELLORS...
Sir Patrick Stewart (Huddersfi eld)
Shami Chakrabarti (Oxford Brookes)
John Simpson (Roehampton)
Sanjeev Bhaskar (Sussex)
James Nesbitt (Ulster)
Steve Cram (Sunderland)
Sir Michael Parkinson (Nottingham Trent)
Lord Melvyn Bragg (Leeds)
Sandi Toksvig (Portsmouth)
James Naughtie (Stirling)
Lord David Puttnam (Open)
Gabby Logan (Leeds Trinity)
Sir Jonathon Porritt (Keele)
The Duke of Westminster (Chester)
Bonnie Greer (Kingston)
Greg Dyke (York)
Brian May (Liverpool John Moores)
Zandra Rhodes (University For The Creative Arts)
Rose Tremain (East Anglia)
Baroness Floella Benjamin (Exeter)

THIS WEEK’S PONDERABLES...
 You are 10 times more likely to be bitten by 

a human than a rat. 
 50 years ago this week, the world’s oldest 

tree, a bristlecone pine named Prometheus, 
was cut down in Nevada by a research 
student who was unaware of the signifi cance 
of the almost 5,000-year-old tree.

 In 1974, while Italy was holding a referendum on 
introducing divorce, the No campaign feared that the 
Italian Eurovision Song Contest entry Si, meaning 
Yes, would unduly infl uence the outcome.

 In the entire US State of Wyoming there are 
only two escalators (they use lifts instead).

 Lions are almost always covered in coagulated 
blood from their last meal.

 When offered a new pen to write with, 97 
per cent of people will write their name.

 The fi rst issue of The Hotspur comic in 1933 
contained an offer for an electric shock device.

 In 2011, the UK’s top-selling cassette single 
was N*Sync’s I’ll Never Stop. It sold 11 copies.

 Etiquette demands that at a Swedish dinner party 
you should never fold your napkin and put it on the 
table before the hostess has done so.

THIS WEEK’S IMPONDERABLE...
If someone’s head is chopped off, does it 
retain any consciousness, even briefl y?
After a lot of research, most of it really rather 
gruesome, I have come to the conclusion that, 
notwithstanding any number of supposed sightings, 
the answer is no. True, death by beheading might not 
be instantaneous and a severed head might have 
some vestigial reactions for a split-second (which 
would account for the blinking eyes or, in an 
experiment carried out on a guillotined criminal in 
19th-century France, the reddened cheeks when the 
severed head is slapped) but, to all intent and 
purpose, beheading is, as Dr Guillotine intended it to 
be, the most humane form of execution. 

The same cannot be said for the electric chair 
(where victims often burn to death), hanging (where 
the victim can be strangled rather than sustaining 
a broken neck) or, indeed, lethal injection (as the 
botched execution of Clayton Lockett earlier this year 
showed). So although you can fi nd any number of 
gory stories backed up by cod-science that talks 
about the brain having enough oxygen to function for 
a couple of seconds after the head is cut off, the fact 
is these stories are, just that, stories: designed to 
titillate, shock and thrill in equal measure. 

 
WISE WORDS...
The oldest books are still only just out to 
those who have not read them. (Samuel Butler)

Did you 
know?
by Mitchell 

Symons

To order the Rupert Annual 2014 No. 78 (out now) at £7.99 wth free UK delivery, please call 0871 988 8370 or send a cheque/PO to 
The Offi cial Classic Rupert Bear Shop, PO Box 200, Falmouth TR11 4WJ; or order it online at classicrupertbearshop.com. UK delivery is free.

Order the Rupert Annual for 2015 No. 79 (published in August) at £7.99 with free UK delivery.

“Yes, yes! The pool’s electric! Fine!
Let’s use that stirrup pump of mine!”

“You take this hose-pipe,”  Rupert’s told,
“It’s rubber. And quite safe to hold.”

Rupert and Bill show Sam the exact spot 
where the starfi sh was tipped into the 
water and the sailor dips his fi nger 
gingerly. Then he rises in great 
excitement. “The water’s electric. The 
Star’s still there!” he exclaims. 

Walking into the pool he stands his 
strange instrument in front of him. 

“This is what they call a stirrup pump,” 
he says. “Your daddy will know what it’s 
for. Will you take the hose and carry the 
end a little way off? It’s rubber and won’t 
make your fi ngers tingle.”

And The Blue Star
EPISODE 47

Rupert

mitchellsymons@columnist.com

T
HE OTHER week on the 
Letters page, Ann Lavis 
from Bristol wrote in 
suggesting a solution to 
my carrot fly problem. 
Don’t know if you 

remember but I said I have 
stopped growing carrots because 
they end up just a mass of black 
carrot fly annihilation.

I had a plan but hers, if it 
works, is much simpler. She 
suggests growing alternate rows 
of onions and carrots. The onions 
mask the smell of the carrots so 
the carrot fly is not attracted. I 
am going to try this next spring 
and this here chap will be well 
pleased if it works. It’s great 
when you discover something 
like this and it works. A simple 
organic solution to a niggling 
problem. It was the same when 
I discovered cod liver oil. 

Was getting knee pains on and 
off and taking cod liver oil on and 
off. Made a decision. Three swigs 

of cod liver oil and not on and off 
but every morning after 
breakfast. No more knee pains! 
At most, just the odd twinge now 
and then. Felt like my knees had 
been given a Rolls-Royce service. 
Special grease gun treatment 
behind the kneecaps.

So that’s how my day starts. 
After breakfast, three swigs. 
Straight from the bottle. I do like 
the taste of cod liver oil, always 
have done, which helps. When I 
was younger and I would hear 
grown-ups discussing aches and 
pains, I thought I would never get 
like that. Grumbling. But I read 
’em wrong. They were not just 
miserable old gits. They were 
passing on tips that could 
alleviate any twingeing joints. 
I shall continue passing on tips. 

Time for a Chas Hodges 
treasured tasty recipe. Pig’s 
trotters. First tasted these when 
my nan come into the kitchen 
from the wash-house, when I was 
about nine, with a ladle of hot, 
nice-smelling stuff and said: 

I rang my Aunt Alice over 
Hackney. “Watch The Two 
Ronnies tonight. Don’t forget!” 

“Why? Are you on it?” said 
Alice. “Can’t say! Just watch it!” 
I said. She did. She rang me back 
immediately after. She thought it 
was us. “Weren’t you good? You 
get better all the time!”

 Chas And Dave: All About Us 
by Chas Hodges is out now (John 
Blake, £7.99) 

 Forthcoming Chas And Dave 
Gigs: Shanklin Theatre, Isle of 
Wight, August 15 (01983 868000); 
Princess Theatre Clacton, 
August 23 (0333 272 4106); 
Orchard Theatre Dartford.
September 6 (01322 220000). An 
Audience with Chas Hodges, 
October 26, Corringham Hall 
(0844 561 7107)

In his fi rst column, cockney crooner 
CHAS HODGES gets to grips with 
slimy pests and chicken pellets

“Taste this!” It tasted lovely. 
“Pig’s trotters!” she said. Don’t 
know how she cooked ’em but 
here’s my recipe. 

Ingredients: two pig’s trotters, 
two garlic cloves, one medium 
onion, two bay leaves, pepper and 
salt. Method: Boil pig’s trotters in 
salt water for fi ve minutes. Tip 
away water and scum and wash 
trotters under the tap. Place 
trotters in pan and just cover 
with water. Add garlic, onion, bay 
leaves and season with salt and 
pepper. Simmer for three hours 
very, very gently. May need to top 
up water now and then. Or ideally 
if you’ve got an Aga, just put it in 
the bottom oven overnight.

Then remove bones and give 
’em to the dog. Remove garlic, 
onion and bay leaves. You can eat 
the whole thing hot then and 

there if you want but I usually eat 
some of it and put the remaining 
liquor and trotter in a dish and 
put it in the fridge. When it is cold 
and jellified, eat with dry bread 
and pepper and vinegar. It is not 
unusual for a person to say this is 
the best food he has ever eaten. 

T
HE TWO Ronnies used 
to have some good 
allotment sketches. They 
done a Top Of The Pops 
sketch on me and Dave 
once. Barker was me 

and Corbett was Dave. Me and 
Dave wrote the lyrics to the tune 
of Rabbit. 

Chas/Barker: Why don’t ya 
tune up your bass? 

Dave/Corbett: Why don’t you 
shut your face?

And so on. The night it was on, 

‘I take cod liver 
oil every day. No 
more knee pain’
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CHAS’S        ALLOTMENT
Founded in 1956

Also available from

SPECIAL EDITION - BR 4-6-2
‘Tornado’ Peppercorn Class

Just £29.99 SCALE: 1:120 Length 180mm ST97901

LIMITED EDITION - BR 4-6-0
‘Windsor Castle’ Castle Class

Just £29.99 SCALE: 1:120 Length 170mm ST97803A

LIMITED TOONLY 3000MODELS

LIMITED TOONLY 1500MODELS

Alternatively, !ll out the order form below and post to:
FREEPOST RSCT-KYXL-RSJK, Corgi Direct, Margate, Kent CT9 4JX.

Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)

Address

Postcode

Email

Tel:

YES! I would like to receive the Corgi Die-Cast Model(s) indicated

RAIL01

I enclose cheque payable to 'Corgi Direct' for £

or charge my Debit/Credit Card No.

Start date Expiry date Maestro Issue No Security No
Last 3 digits on
back of card

ITEM PRICE QTY TOTAL

ST97705 ‘Black Prince’ Britannia Class £29.99

ST97607 ‘Flying Scotsman’ A3 Class £29.99

ST97503 ‘Silver Link’ A4 Class £29.99

ST97803A ‘Windsor Castle’ Castle Class £29.99

ST97901 ‘Tornado’ Peppercorn Class £29.99

FREE UK Postage* FREE

GRAND TOTAL:

Each model is presented on a rail track effect plinth and is encased
inside a clear presentation box from which the locomotive can be detached.

Signature:

ALSO AVAILABLE

!is Corgi Rail Legend encapsulates the glory of a British steam icon.

Rail Legends is a highly detailed collection of static die-cast locomotives
marking the golden age of British steam. Here we present five superb models in this
highly collectable series, including the famous steam locomotive - the ‘Black Prince’.

Designed in the UK
Like the locomotives themselves, these models are designed here in the UK and the
manufacturing quality is second-to-none. ‘Black Prince’ was named after ‘Edward of
Woodstock’ the eldest son of King Edward III. Locomotive No. 70008 was withdrawn from
service in January 1967, and stored for five months before being cut up for scrap at Campbells
of Airdrie in June 1967. This Rail Legends model depicts ‘Black Prince’ carrying the BR ‘late’
emblem circa 1950.
These popular models will be moving fast, so don’t miss out - order today!

FREE
POSTAGE

IN THE UK

SCALE: 1:120 Length 180mm ST97705

Also available from 

SCALE: 1:120 Length 180mm  ST97705

LIMITED TOONLY 1000MODELS

LIMITED EDITION BR 4-6-2 Britannia Class

BLACK PRINCE
NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

To order call: 01843 233 519 Quote Ref.
RAIL01

or visit www.corgi.co.uk/express
(Telephone order lines are open 8am-5pm Monday to Friday)

To order call: 01843 233 519 Quote Ref.
VG11

or visit www.corgi.co.uk/express
(Telephone order lines are open 8am-5pm Monday to Friday)

(Please note that this
model is not supplied with a

limited edition certificate).

LIMITED EDITION - LNER 4-6-2
‘Silver Link’ A4 Class

Just £29.99 SCALE: 1:120 Length 180mm ST97503

LIMITED EDITION - LNER 4-6-2
‘Flying Scotsman’ A3 Class

Just £29.99 SCALE: 1:120 Length 180mm ST97607

GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION - If any item you order fails to give complete satisfaction,
please return it within 7 days of receipt of goods, in the original packaging for a replacement

or full refund. Terms and conditions apply. Please see our website for more information.

Alternatively, !ll out the order form below and post to:
FREEPOST RSCT-KYXL-RSJK, Corgi Direct, Margate, Kent CT9 4JX.

YES! I would like to receive the Corgi Die-Cast Model(s) indicated Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)

Address

Postcode

Email

Tel:

I enclose cheque payable to ‘Corgi Direct’ for £
or charge my Debit/Credit Card No.

Start date Expiry date Maestro Issue No Security No

Signature VG11
Last 3 digits on back of card

Orders should be despatched within 10 days.
Please allow 28 days for delivery. Detailed die-cast scale models for
the adult collector. Not suitable for children under 14 years.
*For postage charges outside the UK please visit our website.

Orders should be despatched within 10 days.
Please allow 28 days for delivery. Detailed die-cast scale models for
the adult collector. Not suitable for children under 14 years.
*For postage charges outside the UK please visit our website.

LIMITED TOONLY 1000MODELS

LIMITED TOONLY 1000MODELS

ITEM PRICE QTY TOTAL

Garrett Showman’s with
CC20310 Dropside Trailer ‘Cornishman’ £49.99

Burrell Showman’s
CC20520 ‘King of the Belgians’ £39.99

CC20115 Fowler Showman’s ‘Valiant’ £39.99

FREE UK Postage* FREE

GRAND TOTAL:

LIMITED EDITION
Burrell Showman’s

‘King of the Belgians’
T. Whitelegg’s

New Jungle !riller
Just £39.99

SCALE: 1:50
Length 122mm CC20520

LIMITED EDITION
Fowler Showman’s

‘Valiant’ Pat Collins
Amusements on Tour

Just £39.99
SCALE: 1:50

Length 136mm CC20115

Celebrate the golden age of steam
with this stunning traction engine

Corgi celebrates the golden age of steam road vehicles with a range of collectable
1:50 scale die-cast model road locomotives and showman’s engines. Each model
is highly detailed and designed here in the UK, and comes complete with an

individually numbered certificate of authenticity detailing the history of each engine.

Designed in the UK
BT1458 was built in 1912 and supplied new to John Griffiths of Glamorgan and was later
converted to a road roller for use in East Anglia. Whilst in preservation it was rebuilt to
Showman’s specification and passed on to Tom Varley in the 1950s. After being sold to
Mr Greenway of Berkshire ‘The Cornishman’ was then bought by Mr Bernard True of St.
Agnes, Cornwall.

In 1992 the engine was acquired by the Vincent family and underwent a complete
restoration. ‘The Cornishman’ is a regular attraction at the Great Dorset Steam Fair.

How can you resist the pull of these magnificent replicas? - Order yours today!

LIMITED EDITION

GARRETT
SHOWMAN’S

with Dropside
Trailer ‘Cornishman’

Just £49.99

Just £29.99Superbly detailed replica at
an incredibly vintage price

LIMITED TOONLY 2000MODELS

NEW!

LIMITED EDITIONLIMITED EDITION
LIMITED EDITIONLIMITED EDITION

Celebrate the golden age of steam 
with this stunning traction engine

SHOWMAN’S

SCALE: 1:50
Length 217mm CC20310

FREEPOSTAGEIN THE UK

LIMITED TOONLY 1000MODELS

Each model is presented inside a presentation box with a numbered certificate of authenticity.

ALSO AVAILABLE


